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#AsianEvaluationWeek23

Measuring SDG Progress

Dayyan Shayani
ESCAP Statistics Division

Parallel Session 20 - Evaluating SDGs for the “world we want”: 
Measurements, innovations and challenges
14 September 2023 - 09:00 am - 10:30 am
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Data Availability
Sub-National 
Assessment

Progress 
Assessment

Integration in 
Plans
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Availability of SDG data
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Source: Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway https://data.unescap.org

SDG data availability in Asia-Pacific

The momentum is 
slowing down

https://data.unescap.org/
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Source: Asia-Pacific SDG Gateway https://data.unescap.org

Top 10 member states in terms of SDG data 
availability in Asia-Pacific

Philippines

Georgia

Indonesia

India

Malaysia

Pakistan

Kazakhstan

Turkey

Viet Nam

Thailand

https://data.unescap.org/
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Where does SDG data come from?

International reporting

Household surveys

Administrative data

International database

National accounts

CRVS

Big data

Others

International reporting

Household surveys

Administrative data

International database

National accounts

CRVS

Big data

Others
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Why data are not available?

Resources Technical capacity

Coordination Priority
“not applicable” / “sensitive”
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Understand
data gaps and 
existing data 
production 

systems

Planning and 
advocacy for 

data production

Support better 
coordination (in-
country and with 

custodians)

Use data and 
increase demand
(at international 

and national 
levels)

Addressing the gaps

Understand
data gaps and 
existing data 
production 

systems

Planning and 
advocacy for 

data production

Support better 
coordination (in-
country and with 

custodians)

Use data and 
increase demand
(at international 

and national 
levels)
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Addressing the gaps – Example

SDG16 stakeholder workshop 
in Thailand
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Regional and National 
Progress Assessment
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Annual publications on SDGs since 2016
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SDG Progress in Asia-Pacific 2023
2015 2022

TARGET 
2030

1 No poverty

2 Zero Hunger

3 Good health and well-being

4 Quality education

5 Gender equality

6 Clean water and sanitation

7 Affordable and clean energy

8 Decent work and economic growth

9 Industry, innovation and infrastructure

10 Reduced inequalities

11 Sustainable cities and communities

12 Responsible consumption and production

13 Climate action

14 Life below water

15 Life on land

16 Peace, justice and strong institutions

17 Partnerships for the Goals

Regression Insufficient indicatorsProgress Evidence strength
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Global SDG data + 
national indicators 

and data

National target values
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Sub-national SDG 
analysis and prioritization
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• Participative analysis based on 
official data

• Identification of areas that 
need attention for each 
region/province

• Developing regional/provincial 
SDG implementation plans

Experience in the Philippines

National Economic and 
Development Authority

Philippine Statistics 
Authority
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Experience in the Philippines
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SDG Integration in Plans
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Multifaceted 
issues in a 

complex world

Disadvantaged groups 
are overlooked

Indicators are 
missing or 

misaligned with 
policy
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Follow a clear and 
reproducible 
methodology

Develop comprehensive 
indicator frameworks

Foster collaboration 
between planners and 

statisticians
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THANK YOU
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